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My favourite books for using to teach primary science 

I’m often asked for recommendations for books to help teachers with science. Here are a few of my 

favourites that are great for ideas, subject knowledge or to have in the classroom for children to 

read.  

 
Made you look, made you think, made you talk 
is full of ideas for science lessons in Key Stage 1. 

All the activities can be done with cheap 
household items and minimal preparation time. 

Click here to buy 

 
Look, think, talk is full of ideas for science 

lessons in Key Stage 2. All the activities can be 
done with cheap household items and minimal 

preparation time. 
Click here to buy 

 
It’s not fair – or is it? This book describes 

different types of science enquiry, how they help 
with developing understanding and how 

children's scientific enquiry skills develop. It will 
help you to broaden the range of science 
enquiries that your children experience. 

Click here to buy 
 

 
A Creative Approach to Teaching Science is 

filled with exciting and innovative ways to teach 
and meet the objectives for primary physics, 

chemistry and biology from Years 1-6.  
Click here to buy 

 
Be Safe! The essential publication for getting 

advice on the healthy & safety aspects of 
practical science and technology in primary 

schools.  A must-have for every science leader.  
Click here to buy 

 
The Animal Book DK This children's reference 

book is the ultimate guide on animals for young 
children and budding naturalists.  The 'Tree of 
Life' at the start of the book will show you how 
species are connected, as well as guiding you 

through everything from microscopic life to fish, 
birds, reptiles and mammals. 

Click here to buy 
 

https://www.millgatehouse.co.uk/product/made-you-look-made-you-think-made-you-talk/
https://www.millgatehouse.co.uk/product/look-think-talk/
https://www.millgatehouse.co.uk/product/its-not-fair-or-is-it/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Creative-Approach-Teaching-Science/dp/1472941721
https://www.ase.org.uk/bookshop/be-safe-4th-edition-health-safety-in-school-science-technology-teachers-of-3-12-year-olds
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Animal-Book-Visual-Encyclopedia-Reference/dp/1409323498/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=dk+animal+book&qid=1570891772&s=books&sr=1-1
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Trees, Leaves, Flowers & Seeds DK Packed with 
more than 1,000 incredible images and full of 
fascinating facts, this beautiful children's book 
takes you on an exciting expedition through the 
wonders of the plant kingdom. 

Click here to buy 
 
 

 
My Encyclopedia of very important animals DK 
For little animal lovers who want to know 
everything. From birds and frogs to sharks and 
dogs, this book is perfect for KS1.  

Click here to buy 

 
My Encyclopedia of Very Important Things DK 

Full of fun facts, colourful illustrations, and games 
that will feed a child's imagination and quench 

their thirst for knowledge, whilst supporting the 
National Curriculum. This is the perfect book for 

children of 4 – 7 yrs.  
Click here to buy 

 
 

 
How to be an engineer DK As well as simple 
engineering projects for children to try, DK's 

How to be an Engineer will teach children how 
to think like an engineer, including materials, 

building, machines, getting around, and energy. 
Click here to buy 

 
In All About Chemistry, Robert Winston guides 

children of all ages through the explosive world of 
atoms, elements and the periodic table. These 

are great for pupils, but also for teacher subject 
knowledge.  

Click here to buy 
 
 

 
 
Physics doesn't just happen in a lab - it happens 
in the kitchen, in your bath, in a car! All About 

Physics shows you how science affects 
everything, from roller-coasters to fighter pilots. 

Click here to buy 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Trees-Leaves-Flowers-Seeds-encyclopedia/dp/0241339928/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3HT8BUPBVN1CG&keywords=trees+leaves+flowers+and+seeds&qid=1570891429&s=books&sprefix=trees+le%2Cstripbooks%2C258&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Encyclopedia-Very-Important-Animals-Everything/dp/0241276357/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/258-0798105-4618666?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0241276357&pd_rd_r=afcb5dc2-933b-409e-a318-df0059d67a21&pd_rd_w=cgERg&pd_rd_wg=xUYsw&pf_rd_p=31fcc995-2418-43ae-a37c-f1ef453a46b3&pf_rd_r=XD5R74ASTKMTJJ0J6HF2&psc=1&refRID=XD5R74ASTKMTJJ0J6HF2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Encyclopedia-Very-Important-Things-Everything/dp/0241224934
https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Be-Engineer-Carol-Vorderman/dp/0241316677/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FUZ5A3WXT665&keywords=how+to+be+an+engineer&qid=1570892066&s=books&sprefix=how+to+be+an+engin%2Cstripbooks%2C149&sr=1-1
Click%20here%20to%20buy
https://www.amazon.co.uk/All-About-Physics-Big-Questions/dp/0241206553
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How to be Good at Science, Technology, and 
Engineering is the perfect book to inspire and 
educate inquisitive young minds and prepare 

them for the future. This book is a lovely visual 
guide for teachers, parents and their children, 

with all core curriculum areas of science included.  
Ideal for KS2 classes.  

Click here to buy 
 

 
Winner of the Royal Society's Young People's 
Book Prize 2017, this jam-packed collection of 
fun and simple science experiments for kids is 

perfect for the classroom or home. 
Click here to buy 

 
It Can't be True! Not strictly a science book, but I 
love this visual, fact-filled book.  A great way to 

engage children that love facts and to put reading 
into science lessons or vice-versa. Did you know 
that the Moon is the same size as Australia? Or 
that a blue whale's heart is as big as a car? And 

the colossal squid has eyes the size of beach 
balls? Prepare to be amazed by the fact-packed 

Click here to buy 

 
This Lift-the-Flap book contains the answers 

to the many questions that curious children 

have about their bodies, including ‘How do I 

smell?’ ‘What makes me burp?’ ‘Why do I 

need to wash my hands?’ ‘Why is blood 

red?’ and many more. There are many more 

science related books in this series.  Ideal for 

KS1/Lower KS2. 

Click here to buy 

 

There are many books out there for primary science, and these are just a few of my favourites.  

Basically, in my estimation you can’t go wrong with a DK, an Usborne or a National Geographic! 

Happy reading! 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Good-Science-Technology-Engineering/dp/0241227860/ref=pd_sbs_14_3/258-0798105-4618666?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0241227860&pd_rd_r=8dd2dfed-ddd5-488d-a471-aa3ec69e0cd2&pd_rd_w=pXsgc&pd_rd_wg=i47JN&pf_rd_p=cc188cba-1892-42b3-956f-6c67d0ab7a00&pf_rd_r=MPB91MPVFV795WC9B6JE&psc=1&refRID=MPB91MPVFV795WC9B6JE
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0241228441/ref=nosim?tag=myc0e-21
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cant-True-Incredible-Comparisons-Childrens/dp/1409334511/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=it+can%27t+be+true&qid=1570892710&s=books&sr=1-1
https://usborne.com/browse-books/catalogue/product/1/7495/lift-the-flap-questions-and-answers-about-your-body/

